
CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 15TH MAY 2003. 

Present:
Bill Withall – Outgoing Chair


Bill Shaw – Elected as Chair





Becky Withers – Elected Vice Chair

Yvonne Bradbury



David Brown




Nick Conder



Tim Harker




Jonny Sykes



David Clark – Parish Clerk

In attendance :
 Two parishioners.     

Before the meeting was formally opened the seven newly elected (uncontested) councillors signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office : duly witnessed by the Clerk as the proper officer of the Council and filed with these Minutes.

ITEM 1:
ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR.
1.1
The outgoing Chair sought proposals for the post of Chair to the new Council. Bill Shaw was proposed by David Brown and seconded by Tim Harker.  There being no further nominations, a vote was held and Bill Shaw was elected unanimously.  

1.2
Bill Shaw then took the Chair and recorded the appreciation of the Parish Council for Bill Withall’s eight years of service, six as chair, and his unfailing integrity, sound judgement and friendly manner in carrying out those duties.

1.3
The Chair then proposed Becky Withers as Vice Chair, seconded by Nick Conder. There being no further nominations, a vote was held and Becky Withers was elected unanimously.

ITEM 2 :
APOLOGIES

Cllr P Veasey, KDC.

ITEM 3:
NOTICE OF REGISTRABLE INTERESTS
3.1
The Clerk provided each Member with a copy of the latest form and advised that they should be completed, signed, and provided to the KDC Monitoring Officer by 12th June 2003. (afternote – 29 May – 28 days after election - is required date).

ITEM 4 :
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS : 
None

ITEM 5 :
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

5.1
The minutes of the meeting on 20th March 2003 were then proposed by J Sykes, seconded by D Brown ,  and approved.  

ITEM 6 :
MATTERS ARISING
6.1
Neighbourhood Watch :  The Chair advised that the meeting scheduled on 30th April had been well attended and, together with P.C. John Davis, he was satisfied that the level of interest would ensure the rejuvenation of the Scheme.

6.2
SEK CAF :
David Brown indicated that there were no outstanding matters but provided the new Councillors with a general guide to the objectives and value of the Forum.

6.3
Chestnut Tree as Upper Chute Green :    The Clerk advised that the KDC arboricultural officer had provided advice on future care of the tree . The letter would be circulated so that members could decide if an estimate should be obtained and a funding reserve created. Action at next Meeting.

ITEM 7 :
DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS
7.1
The dates recorded on the Agenda were noted and accepted.

ITEM 8 :
STANDING ORDERS (S.Os)
8.1
The content of the S.Os was noted with particular emphasis on those covering Racial Equality, Crime & Disorder and Freedom of information.  The Chair noted that, at next revision, order 5.1.5 should be expanded to include the appointment of a representative to the Village Hall Committee.  Action: Clerk to note.
8.2
Mr Lee Merritt and Mr Jonathon Burden were confirmed as the Council representatives on the King George Playing Field management committee.  Cllr J Sykes was confirmed as the appointee to the Fete Committee.

ITEM 9 :
NOTICE BOARDS
9.1
The new Council notice board was accepted and admired. The Clerk noted that the total cost including the work carried out by Mr John Turner was £416.50 VAT Exclusive.   Jonny Sykes confirmed that an anonymous benefactor wished to defray this cost: to be pursued as soon as the Clerk provided a formal statement for his records.  Action : Clerk
9.2
The Clerk then drew attention to the open notice board which had been erected for general community use.  He advised that this had been produced to a design closely matching the Council board by John Turner at his own expense and erected by him with the assistance of Mr John Withers.  

9.3
The Chair noted that the donation to Council funds, to defray the cost of the new Council Notice Board, was to come from the same anonymous donor who donated the cost to the Council of the re-thatching of the Well House in the previous year.   He recorded the Council’s thanks to this donor. Also to Mr Turner for his provision of a valuable general community resource. He also directed that appropriate mention be made in the Chronicle.  Action : Clerk

ITEM 10:
EMERGENCY PLANNING
10.1
Issue of a letter of appointment to Bill Withall as the ‘Community Emergency Volunteer’ (CEV) responsible for emergency planning in the form circulated with the agenda was approved in accord with decision of previous Council.   Action : Clerk

ITEM 11 :
AMBULANCE SERVICE
11.1
It was agreed that a representative of the Wiltshire Ambulance Service should be invited to attend the Council Meeting on 31 July 2003. The Council intention would be to finish all other business as quickly as possible and then throw the meeting open to the public for the Ambulance Service presentation.   The Clerk to send the invitation and seek confirmation in time for the June meeting.  It was noted that aspects of this matter could eventually fall to the Emergency Planning CEV  and that there might well be a need for additional volunteer help for General Bill if the role developed.    Action : Clerk
ITEM 12 :
FINANCE
12.1
Insurance Premium  The Clerk briefed on action he had taken to explore the new WALC administered policy. The offer of savings was attractive but only if the policy was guaranteed to provide the same level of cover offered by the current Allianz Cornhill plc policy recommended by NALC . He had been unable to obtain this guarantee.  The current policy runs out on 1 June, the renewal is close to the cost budgeted for, and he recommended that the Cornhill extension should be accepted.   The new group policy to be pursued in slow time for the next year.  He added that Chute Forest Parish Council and the Playing Field Committee had agreed. 

12.2
Authorisation of Payments    David Brown proposed acceptance of the foregoing recommendation and authorisation of the four payments proposed in the Agenda.  Seconded by Jonny Sykes and unanimously approved.

ITEM 13 :
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
13.1
King George’s Playing Field  (KGPF)     The Clerk advised that Mr Cherrington, Chair of the KGPF Cttee,  had provided a copy of a general distribution letter received from the Charities Commission (C.C.) advising of a provisional legal opinion on the status of  those KGPFs which had been set up by Local Government bodies such as ours – to be circulated shortly. Action Clerk.  He then outlined the situation. The key points were as follow:-

13.1.1  The C.C. past position seems to have been that the act of dedicating land as a KGPF entailed the creation of a Registered Charity and the transfer of ownership to the trustees.  They now however have a provisional legal opinion to the effect that such transfers could not have taken place without the specific approval of the Secretary of State – and this had not generally been obtained.  The National Playing Fields Association (NPFA) have an interest and had advised that we take no action until the C.C. have resolved their own position.

13.1.2  The Chute parish Council position is that the title deeds we hold make clear the original transfer of ownership to Chute Parish Council.   Later resolutions by both Chute & Chute Forest Parish Councils confer shared ownership and responsibilities. The KGPF is managed on behalf of the joint Councils by a Committee whose members are appointed by the joint Councils and are responsible to them.  This is the status quo. The King George Playing Field may be regarded as a charitable trust but, if so, it exists in name only.  It has no assets or trustees. This also was understood to be the position of the Chute Forest Parish Council and of the KGPF Management Committee.

13.2
After some discussion it was agreed that The Chair would contact the Chair of the Chute Forest Parish Council and of the KGPF Management Committee to obtain their formal agreement to this position.  It was also agreed that, in accordance with the advice of the NPFA,  no further action need be taken at this stage.  Action : Chair

13.3
Gift Vouchers for Youth      The Clerk advised that he had ‘won’ £100 of Argos gift vouchers at the 31 March  WALC training day.   These had been provided by North Wilts DC ‘to buy a piece of leisure equipment to allow young people (7-16) to enjoy recreational activities within a controlled environment’. The value of the vouchers not to be brought to account but NWDC to be advised how spent.  Councillors agreed to consider proposals for use by next meeting. Action:  All
13.4
Planning Applications     The Clerk indicated that the log of applications was on display on the side table.

13.5
Councillors Special Interests   It was agreed that all members would consider whether they wished to nominate a subject at the next meeting.  In the meantime David Brown indicated he was prepared to continue as the representative with SEKCAF and Jonny Sykes that he was prepared to nominate finance as his particular interest.

13.6
Re-cycling Facilities       The Clerk advised that the licensee of the Cross Keys was exploring the possibility of setting up re-cycling bins at her premises and that these should be for the use of the entire community.   She had been advised that this should be pursued through the Parish Council.  It was agreed that the Clerk should ask seek advice on such a proposal from KDC and should ask the immediate neighbours of the Cross Keys for their views. Action : Clerk
13.7
Visit from TDC Outreach Officer   The above action had been directed to the PC by a Mr Mike Winterbourne, a recently appointed out-reach officer for Tidworth Development Council. He had now indicated that he would like to attend a PC meeting and explain his function for TDC.   It was agreed that he should be invited to ‘pencil in’ attendance at the September meeting.   The pressure of business made an earlier date unlikely. Action : Clerk
13.8
Audit   The Clerk advised that MAZARS had called for the audit return for the year ending 31 march 2003.   The accounts, post internal audit, must be presented to the Council and accepted by end September so he would attempt to make the accounts available to Mrs Nuala Orlick as soon as practicable.

13.9
Queries from the Public      The Chair then opened the meeting to the public for a brief period – the following were raised

13.9.1    It was agreed that the Insurance Company should asked to confirm coverage of both the new notice-boards once policy renewal confirmed.   Action : Clerk

13.9.2    It was agreed that the accumulation of soil/stones on Forest lane was a CLARENCE matter Action assumed by Clerk

13.10
Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair then noted that the next meeting was scheduled for the 19th June 2003 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting..
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Dated


